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Our work: Decolonisation and Repatriation

The Hunterian, University of Glasgow: Curating Discomfort

[image: Photo of the entryway to The Hunterian Museum. The large door has columns either side, with an archway over the top in stone. There are wooden floors and you can see the museum framed in the doorway. To the right of the door is a statue on a plinth - a man sitting down and reading dressed in a long coat with his head bowed.]The project looked at new ways to explore the interpretation of contested collections and to design and deliver a series of museum interventions that takes the museum out of the institutional comfort zone and embeds this work within the museum’s practice.
Their new project ‘Power in this Place: Unfinished Conversations’ builds on this work, engaging with communities across the collections and reinforcing anti-racist, participatory approaches, reflection, and debate.
Find out more: https://bit.ly/CuratingDiscomfort (this link will take you to The Hunterian’s website)

University of Aberdeen: Repatriation of Benin Bronze

[image: Photo of a man in the background with a beard (slightly out of focus) looking intently at a statue of a head in the foreground (the Benin bronze head). The head is turned to the right meaning you can see the face in profile and what looks like a collar or many necklaces reach the bottom lip of the face. The head is carved wearing a hat or headdress of some sort.]In 2021, the University of Aberdeen's Museums and Special Collections developed a repatriation pathway with partners in a Nigeria. This saw the return in October 2021 of a Benin Bronze to the Nigerian National Commission on Museums and Monuments and the Court of the Oba of Benin. The University’s procedure and criteria were first developed in 2002 to enable the return of a sacred bundle to the Kainai First Nation in Canada, with the criteria now being used as a model for museums internationally. 
View the repatriation ceremony: https://bit.ly/UoABenin (this link will take you to YouTube)

University of St Andrews: Re-collecting Empire

[image: Photo of a display panel from the Re-collecting empire exhibition. The wall is pictured at an angle with black, gray and white graphics of a world map overlayed with text with the logo of re-collecting (in graffiti like red writing) and empire (in block black text). Small shelves are mounted on the wall, again with red text printed on the front of them and holding various objects (indistinct).]The Museums of the University of St Andrews Re-collecting Empire project explores present-day entanglements of cultures resulting from colonial encounters in the past, and how creative responses can add new dimensions to heritage objects through examining and re-telling their narratives with a diverse set of audiences. The project is a key part of the University’s strategic objective to tackle institutional legacies and work for a more inclusive and equitable future.
Find out more: https://bit.ly/recollectingempire (this link will take you to the Museums of the University of St Andrews website)

University of Dundee: Decolonising D’Arcy Thompson
[image: Photo of a skeleton of what looks like a gorilla or large ape looking downwards to the right of the frame. In the background can be seen a victorian looking wood cabinet.

]
The collections of the D’Arcy Thompson Zoology Museum were largely acquired during the colonial era. As part of their commitment to inclusion and revealing forgotten aspects of the past, the University of Dundee Museums are currently working on a project to decolonise the Museum, researching the stories behind their specimens to find new ways to interpret them.
Find out more: https://bit.ly/decolonisingdarcythompson (this link will take you to the University of Dundee Museums website)
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